CHAPTER  XVI
The Caucasus and the Crimea
The Caucasus
THE Caucasus is a region which forms a broad isthmus
between the Black Sea and the Caspian. It connects the
south-eastern part of the U.S.S.R. with Asia, and separates
it from Tux-key and Iran. It is one of the most southerly,
warmest, and richest regions of the Soviet Union, including
within its boundaries the rich steppe lands of the Don-Kuban
country, the thick forests and snow-capped mountains which
overlook the deep-blue waters of the Black Sea, and valley
lowlands, which experience an almost sub-tropical climate,
and where a variety of sub-tropical plants grow freely.
The Caucasus may be divided into three major natural
regions*: the Pre-Caucasus, a land of plains and including
the foothills of the Caucasian mountain ranges; the Great
Caucasus, comprising the main mountain ranges; and the
Transcaucasus. The greater part of the two latter regions
are included within the three Soviet Republics of Georgia,
Armenia, and Azerbaijan. The former comes within k the
boundaries of the North Caucasian, or Rostov, region.
THE PRE-CAUCASUS
The lands of the Pre-Caucasus occupy one-half of the area
of the entire Caucasian region. Low plains, in which the
Don valley and the Manych-Kuma depression form the only
significant features of relief, extend from the Black Sea to the
Caspian. They are separated from the foothills of the Cau-
casian mountain ranges by the valleys of the Kuban and
Terek rivers, which run towards the west and east from the
elevation of the Stavropol Plateau (Fig. 49).
South of these valleys the relief of the land becomes more
varied, the surface being dissected by deep valleys and ravines.